Friends of _____________ State Park Bylaws.

Article I

Name

The name of this organization will be the Friends of _______________ State Park, an independent voluntary, non-profit organization dedicated to the purpose stated below. 

Article II

Purpose

Section 1.  The purpose and objective of the organization shall be to promote and enhance the _______________ State Park facilities and provide services to the community offering opportunities for the public to discover the natural and cultural history of the area. 

Section 2.  The Association will act as a base of support for _______________ State Park by assisting the park staff, raising funds, accepting donations to aid park operations and acting as a link between the park and the surrounding community. 

Article III

Membership

Section 1.  A general member shall be defined as an active Volunteer-in-park. 

A.  An active volunteer shall be any member who has participated in 20 volunteer hours at    _______________ annually. 

B.  Failure to have participated in any volunteer activity will cause this person to be placed on inactive status. 

C.  Must be an active member to have voting rights 

Section 2.   An associate member shall be defined as any staff person employed at _______________ State Park or as any person or representative of a group or organization contributing a satisfactory amount of time or properties to the Friends of _______________ State Park.  An associate member is entitled to all rights and privileges of a general member, excluding voting, making a motion or holding an office. The status of associate membership shall be established by the membership committee with the approval of the general membership. 

Article IV

Expenditures and Annual Budget

Section 1.  Annual Budget 
A.  The treasurer presents a proposed budget for the next year to the executive board in the November/December timeframe of the current year for their review and preliminary approval 

B.  After pre-approval and recommendation of the executive board the budget is then presented at the January meeting for final approval by the general membership 

Section 2.  Expenditures 

A.  Expenditures less than $500 and not included in the annual budget, need approval of the general membership at the monthly meeting.
B.  Expenditures $500 or greater need pre-approval and the recommendation from the executive board prior to final approval by the general membership at the monthly meeting. In order to gain final approval at the monthly meeting there needs to be, at least, 15 voting members in attendance and a majority of voting members in favor of the expenditure. 

Article V

Officers

Section 1.  The officers will be as follows: President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, Communication Officer, and four trustees. These officers also make-up the Executive Board. 

Section 2.  The following stipulations will apply to the above mentioned officers; 
A.  A term will consist of two years, starting in June. 

B.  Staggering of terms; The offices of President, Secretary and two Trustees will expire at the same time. The offices of Vice-President, Treasurer, Communication Officer and two Trustees will expire the following year. 
C.  Vacancies will be filled by general election. 

D.  The Nominating Committee will present nominations for officer position (s) during the May meeting. Nominations from the general members will also be accepted at the May meeting. 

E.  Only active general members shall have voting privileges. 

F.  Elections will be held during the June meeting. 

G.  Officers will take office immediately upon election. 

H.  If an elected officer is unable to complete their elected term, nominations to fill that office will be held one month, with the election the following month. The newly elected officer will take office immediately upon election and complete the remaining time left in the current term. 

Section 3.  The President will preside at all meetings of the executive board, regular monthly meeting of the organization and any special meetings. The President will appoint the committee heads, co-sign bank authorization and call a special meeting when necessary. The President will serve as an ex-officio member of all committees except the nomination/search committee. The President will act as the liaison between _______________ State Park Staff and the Friends of _______________ State Park. The President, with the help of the Executive Board, will establish a Prioritization list of Expenditures for major projects, to present to the General Membership at the January meeting for review and final approval. 

Section 4.  The Vice-President will serve in the absence of the President, serve on the membership committee and co-sign bank authorization. 

Section 5.  The Secretary will be responsible for recording the minutes and co-sign bank authorization. The Secretary will serve in the absence of the President and Vice-President. 

Section 6.  The Treasurer will be responsible for handling all organization funds in accordance with direction from the organization. 

A.  Will pay bills only when clearly authorized by the general membership and when receipts 

for expenditures are attached. All checks require two (2) signatures 

B.  Make all reports concerning the association that may be required by the State of Ohio or 

the Internal Revenue Service. 

C.  Present itemized statements of financial condition of the organization at all meetings and 

upon request. 

D.  On the expiration of terms, shall deliver all money or other property of the organization in 

their possession to their successor or to the President. 

E.  Make the books available for annual audit by an outside audit firm. Annual audit report 

shall be made available to the Executive Board for annual review. 

Section 7.  The Communications Officer will be responsible for all communications from the President to the Membership. These will include, but not limited to, general meeting notices, executive board meetings, special meetings, etc. Maintain active membership roster and distribute quarterly to the general membership. Establish, maintain and keep current the Friends of _______________ State Park website. Website content must be reviewed and approved by the Executive Board prior to posting. 

Section 8.  Trustee officers will chair, at least, one committee and assist the board in performing its duties. 

A.  Trustee #1 will act as Sergeant of Arms at all meetings and will chair the Membership Committee. This committee will recruit and sign up new volunteers. They will also be responsible for the introduction and acclamation of the new members) into the Friends group. 

B.  Trustee #2 will chair the Memorial Committee. This committee will be responsible for all memorials. These include, but not limited to, trees, bricks, and benches for deceased volunteers and other memorials that are purchased by the general public. This committee will also ensure the group's memorial guidelines are followed. 

C.  Trustee #3 will chair the Building & Maintenance Committee. This committee will be responsible for maintaining existing structures and planning of new projects 

D.  Trustee #4 will chair the Constitution-Roberts Rules Committee. This committee is responsible for the annual review of the group's By-Laws and recommend any changes to the executive board for pre-approval prior to final approval by the general membership. This committee is also responsible for ensuring that the By-Laws and Roberts Rules are followed. 

Article VI

Meetings

Section 1.  Meetings will be held on a monthly basis, the third Sunday of the month at 4:00 p.m. or the preceding Saturday or a date approved by the general membership, in the case of a holiday. Meeting date changes must be approved by the general membership thirty (30) days prior to the new meeting date. The December meeting is a Christmas Party with no business being conducted. 

Section 2.  "Robert's Rules of Order" shall govern the conduct of meetings as revised, unless such procedure is contrary to the procedures outlines by these Bylaws, in which case these Bylaws shall govern. 

Section 3.  A quorum shall be a majority of those general members attending the meeting. Only 

exception to this rule is as noted in Article IV, Section 2B. 

Article VII

Committees

Section 1.  Committees will be formed and dissolved as deemed necessary by the President and general membership. In addition to the committees stated above in Article V, Section 8A,B,C&D, there will be a food committee, a committee for each scheduled event, Chaplin committee, way and means committee, nominating committee, and each special project. 

Section 2.  The President will appoint all committee chairs or co-chairs. Chairs or Co-chairs may be any general member or associate member, including any officer. The majority of the committee chairs or co-chairs will be appointed at the first regular meeting in January. The committee chairs or co-chairs will select or ask for volunteers for their committee members from the general membership. Committee Chairs or Co-Chairs are responsible for the research, planning, and completion of the event or project. All committees will work within the approved budget for the event or project. If additional funds are required, the Committee Chair or Co-Chair must follow the Expenditure process as stated above in Article IV, Section 2 

Section 3.  Committee Chairs or Co-Chairs need to make the President aware, in advance, of all committee meetings but the President is not required to attend each committee meeting. All committee Chairs or Co-Chairs shall give a brief committee status report at monthly meetings.  All major committee concerns and/or barriers need to be brought to the attention of the executive board prior to reporting at the monthly meeting. 

Section 4.  The Food Committee will ensure that County Health Guidelines are being followed at all group events including _______________ State Park Host functions. The Food Committee will be a subcommittee to any Event Committee that requires food. The Food Committee can be the Event Committee if the event only requires food.
Article VIII

Amendments
Section 1.  Written notification of proposals to revise or amend the Bylaws must be presented to 

the Executive Board for their pre-approval and recommendation to the general membership. 

Section 2.  The pre-approved proposed revisions or amendments will be presented to the association at the next monthly meeting. 

Section 3.  All proposed revisions or amendments must have two readings at monthly meeting before being put to a vote. Bylaws may be revised or amended by the above quorum of the general membership. 
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Section 4.  The revised or amended By-Laws take effect immediately upon approval of the general membership. 

Article IX

Disclaimer

Section 1.  As provided for in Section 1702.12( e )of the Ohio Revised Code, all officers serving the association shall be indemnified and held harmless for any actions on behalf of the association


Section 2.  Said organization is organized exclusively for charitable, educational and scientific purposes, including, for such purposes, the making of distributions to organizations that qualify as exempt organizations under section 501 (C)3 of the Internal Revenue Code or corresponding section of any future federal tax code. 

Section 3.  No part of the net earnings of the organization shall inure to the benefit of or be distributable to its members, trustees, officers, or other private persons, except that the organization shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable compensation for services rendered and to make payments and distributions in furtherance of the purposed set forth in the purpose clause hereof. No substantial part of the activities of organization shall be the carrying on of propaganda, or otherwise attempting to influence legislation, and the organization shall not participate in, or intervene in (including the publishing or distribution of statements) any political campaign on behalf of any candidate for public office. Notwithstanding any other provision of the document, the organization shall not carry on any other activities not permitted to be carried on (a) by an organization exempt from federal income tax under Section SOI(C)3 of the Internal Revenue Code, corresponding section of any future federal tax code or (b) by an organization contributions to which are deductible under Section 170 (C)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any future federal tax code. 

Section 4.  Upon the dissolution of the organization, assets shall be distributed for one or more exempt purposed within the meaning of Section 501(C)3 of the Internal Revenue Code or corresponding section of any federal tax code, or shall be distributed to the federal government, or to state or local government, for a public use. Any such assets not disposed of shall be disposed by the Court of Common Pleas of the county in which the principal office of the organization is then located, exclusively for such purposes or to such organization or organizations, as said Court shall determine, which are organized and operated exclusively for such purposes. 

